F POLYPODIACEAE
Polystichum munitum (Kaulf.) Presl, Tent.
Pomu

western swordfern, Christmas fern

FORM:
stout rhizemes covered with reddish-brown scales.

Large, perennial fern with leaves tufted on short,

LEAVES: Ewvergreen, coarse and leathery, stiffly erect,
linear to lance-shaped, tapering at both ends (1), 2-15dm
(6-60in) long, mostly 35-70 offset, undivided pinnae on

each side, 2-15em (1-6in) long, with a basal lobe
projecting upward (2), margins closely sarrate with
incurved spinulose teeth; stout, petiole 5-45cm (2-13in)

leng, chaffy toward base.

S0RI: Large, circular (3), borne mostly on middle and
upper pinnae between rib and margins on undersurface
(4) sometimes in several rows; hairy indusium.

SIMILAR SPECIES: Polystichum lonchitis (mountain holly
fern), a smaller fern.
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