Ascal

ARISTOLOCHIACEAE
Asarum caudatum Lindl.
Ascald

wild ginger

FORM: Perennial, evergreen, prostrate forb with greenish,
freely rooting stems, sometimes forming large mats.

LEAVES: Alternate, appearing basal, two leaves from each
node; leaves dark green, entire, cordate-reniform, heart-
shaped, 4-10cm (2-4in) diameter, on long, generally fine
hairly petioles; crushed stems and leaves smell like lemon-
ginger.

FLOWERS: Single, with 3 long, brownish-purple sepals,
from a bell-like base, 3-8em (1-3in) long, corolla lacking;
April=July.

FRUIT: Fleshy capsule.

SIMILAR SPECIES: (Viela orbiculata, p.193
|asarifo.h‘a, p.1?1|

; and Pyrola

NMOTES: Root stalk can be eaten fresh, or dried and
ground as a ginger substitute.
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