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Cooc 2

RAMUNCULACEAE
Coptis occidentalis (Mutt.] T.& G,
Cooc2

western goldthread

FDRM: Evergreen, low, perennial forb with widespread,
' slender, yellowish-gold rhizomes.

LEAVES: Basal, leathery, shiny, peticlate, trifoliclate
leaves; leaflets broadly ovate, sharply serrate, 3-Gcm
(1-2in) long, 3-lobed about half their length.

FLOWERS: 2-5 small, regular flowers consisting of 5-7
tubular whitish petals, 6-10mm long; blooming very early,
immediately after snowmelt; April-May.

FRUIT: Several seeded follicle, 8-12mm long.

SIMILAR  SPECIES: [Anemone piperi, p.107[ leaves

deciduous.

NOTES: Common name goldthread refers to its vyellow
rhizomes.
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