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RUBIACEAE
Calium boreale L. Calium triflorum Michx.
Gabo Gatr
northern bedstraw sweetscented bedstraw

FORM: Square stemmed, deciduous, perennial forb with
numerous stems from creeping rhizomes.
Gabo: erect and stout, 2-8dm (8-32in) tall.
Gatr: usually lax, trails on ground, 2-8dm (8-32in) long.
LEAVES: Simple, entire, sessile in whorls, 1-dem (<2in)
leng.
Gabo: 4/whorl (1), 3-nerved, lanceolate with rounded tip.
Gatr: 6/whorl (2), T1-nerved, narrowly elliptic, wvanilla
scented.
FLOWERS: White, 4-merous, tubular,
Gabo: Showy, numerous in terminal cymose panicle, (3);
June-Aug.
Gatr: usually borne in threes at ends of axillary
peduncles (4); June-Aug.
FRUIT: Dry capsule, 2mm long.
Gabo: glabrous or with straight hairs, 2mm loeng (5).
Gatr: covered with hooked hairs, 1-2Zmm long (6).
SIMILAR SPECIES: Galium aparine (goose-grass) weedy,
clinging annual from short taproot, leaves 6-(8)/whorl,
narrow, 1-nerved; small hooks on stems.
NOTES: A member of the coffee family, seeds roasted and
ground can be used for coffee; roots make yellow dye.
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