]

LILIACEAE
Smilacing stellata (L.) Desf.
Smst

starry Solomon-seal

FORM: Rhizomatous perennial, 20-80cm (8-24in) tall.

STEM: Erect, green, flowaring stem unbranched, stiffly
arched and ascending.

LEAVES: Alternate, sessile, parallel-veined, lanceolate to
oblong, acuminate, 5-Tem (2-3in) long, glabrous to
strongly hairy.

FLOWERS: 5-10 in a terminal raceme, white, 4-TYmm long;
rachis of inflorescence usually zigzag, flower directly
attached to mainstem; May-June,

FRUIT: Globose, greenish-yellow berries becoming black;
immature fruit green with 3 red stripes.

SIMILAR SPECIES: Liliaceae Conspectus, p.129,

NOTES: Edible but with strong laxative properties.
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