Vewvi

LILIACEAE
Veratrum colifornicum Durand Veratrum viride Ait.

Veca Vevi

California false hellebore American false hellebore
green false hellebore

FORM: Tall, deciduous, perennial forb, 1-2m (3-7ft) tall
from thick rhizomes.

STEMS: Narrowing upward, glabrous below, becoming very
woolly abowve.

LEAVES: MNumerous, parallel-veined, large, simple, entire,
alternate.

Veca: ovate to broadly elliptic, 20-30cm (8-12in) long.
Vevi: oblong-elliptic, up to 35cm (14in) long.

FLOWERS: Veca: panicle dense, spreading to ascending,
erect not drooping, 30-60em (12-24in) long, flowers white
or slightly greenish, 10-17mm long; June-Aug.

Vevi: loose and open panicle, 30-70cm (12-28in) long,
drooping, with green flowers, 6-10mm; late June-Sept.
FRUIT: Veca: glabrous narrowly owvoid, 2-3cm (<lin) long
capsule, seeds broadly winged, straw-colored, 10-15mm

leng.
Vevi: membranous, glabrous capsule, 2-3cm (<lin) long,
seeds 8-10mm long.

NOTES: One of the most violently poisonous plants; causes
deformities in lambs.
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