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FORM: Ewvergreen, grasslike, rhizomatous perennial forb,
often growing in dense clumps.

LILIACEAE
Xerophyllum tenax (Pursh) MNutt.
Hete

beargrass

LEAVES: Basal, rigid, simple, linear with sharp teeth on
edges; fine, white grooves on underside of leaf extending
to tip (1), 15-80em (6-32in) long.

FLOWERS: Fragrant, 3-merous, cream colored to white,
borne in a terminal raceme on persistent flowering stems
(2), up to 15dm (5ft) tall: March-July, occurring

sporadically.
FRUIT: Capsule, acute, broadly oveid, about 6mm long,
ENEMIES: Fire: moderate registance, regeneration from
thick, woody rootstocks to preburn levels within 5-10
years.

NOTES: Plant was utilized by the Indians, using leaves to
make cloth and baskets and roots for food.
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