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CORMNACEAE
Cornus stolonifera var. stolonifera Michx.

Costs

red-osier dogwood

FORM: Many stemmed shrub, 2-6m (7-20ft) tall, usually
spreading by layering stolons.

IDAHO CHAMPION: 1976. 4.1lin dbh; 12.9in circum. * 26ft
tall + 3.8ft crown= 43pts; Idaho, Co.

STEMS: Slender, bark turns dark red to purplish-red
when growing in the sun; pith round and white.

BUDS: Opposite, one pair of bud scales.

LEAVES: Opposite, deciduous, simple, entire, ovate 4-12em
(2-5in) long, with unique 5-7 prominent upcurving and
parallel veins (1), that converge at the tip of the leaf;
this wvein pattern is unique to native Rocky Mountain
Cornus species,

FLOWERS: Small, white 2-dmm long, in flat-topped terminal
cymes, not showy; May-July.

FRUIT: Small, bitter, white, berrylike drupe, 7-9mm long.

T HABITAT: Riparian, and other warm, moist sites.



