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Bepa

BETULACEAE
Betula papyrifera Marsh.
Bepa

paper birch

FORM: Tree, 15-20m (50-66ft) tall; old trees have open
crowns and short, pendulous branches.

iDAHO CHAMPION: war. commutata: 1991, 52in dbh; 183in circum;

TEfttall 15 ft. crown=253 pts.; Bonner Co.

BARK: Young trees bronze to light reddish brown, aging
cream-white to coppery, with horizontal raised lenticels
(1); peeling in thin, papery strips, thus its common
name.

BUDS: Resinous, orange-brown; pointed ovate, 3-5mm
long.

LEAVQES: Alternate, deciduous, ovate, 6-10cm (2-4in) long,
yvellow-green and smooth above, pale below, wusually
doubly serrate.

FLOWERS: Cylindrical catkin 2-4em (1-2in) long; flowering
with or before leaves, breaking up at maturity; April-
June,

FRUIT: A winged samara tipped with persistent styles (2).

SIMILAR SFECIES: Ti .

HABITAT: Moist, open to dense montane woods,

NOTES: B. papyrifera and B. occidentalis freely hybridize
in northern ldaho.




